
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



C 927 ) 
Tons have affured me, they have feen fame as big as their 
fiu\ 

ji Defcription of tie \(lmd Hirra } commnnicatti alfi by Sr & 
Robert Moray. 

HIRTJ lies, from S/tod in %e-Mjnd, Weft and by 
North. From the neareft Land to it in the Hereifeh 
(from whence people ordinarily take Beat) it Jies due Weft; 
and is about 50 miles from the neareft Land. 

There are three Iflands together , Hirt*, Sea , and Burr* ; 
but Hirta only is inhabited. The other two are excellent 
Pafturage for Sheep : every Sheep there having two Lambs 
every year* 

In Burr* there is no landing, but to the Men of Hirta only, 
in regard of the difficulty thereof; there being but about a 
foot broad of Landing-place, and that only to be attempttd 
when the Boat rifes. For their ordinary way is, when they 
come near ths Rock, they turn the Boat and fet the fide to 
the Shore, two men, one at each end of the Boat, r with two 
long Poles keeping it off, that the Waves dafll it noc fo vio- 
lently againft the Rock, when it rifes ; at which time only the 
Fellow, who is to land, makes his attempt* If he mifs his 
Landing-place he fall* into the Sea ; and the reft of the people 
hale him aboard ; he having before a finall Rope faften'd about 
his middle to prevent that danger* But when he fafely lands, 
(which they feldom mifs to do) the reft of his Fellows land 
one by one: except fo many as they leave to attend their little 
Boat, which ordinarily is of fix Oars. 

If there be any Strangers, ( as many go from the neareft 
Iflands in Summer) they muft be tied about the middle with a 
ftrong Rope; and when the men of Writ have climb'd up to 
the topof the Rock (which is above twenty four Fathom, 
before they fet their foot on grafs ) they hale up the Strangers 
to them with the Ropes. When they have gathered as many 
Eggs, and kil I'd as many Fowls as will load their Boat ; they 
lower all in the Boar, and the ableft Fellow is always left be- 
hind ; who, having none to help him, muft throw himfelf into 
the Sea> and fo recover the Boat. Thw Burnt lies frcm Hirts 
about fix miles Northward* 
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Spa lies near H/rta, on tbe South-weft. In this , except 
Fowls, there is only remarkable a Creek , where great Seals 
haunt. The people are fo trad, that they go in their Boat, 
about four of them, in that narrow paffage, to kill thcfe 
Seals with Poles : having fcarce room for their Oars, and every 
where feeming to clofeup the mouth thereof. If the Wind 
changeth during their being there , it is not pofllble to fave 
Man or Boar. 

There are feveral Recks , rifing out of the Sea, amongft 
thefe Iflands, which the People of liirta call Stacks: feme 
ten, twenty, twenty four Fathoms above water , without any 
Grafs upon them. On the rouud tops of the Rocks a great 
number of Fowls breed, and in all the Cliffs. 

Amongft the reft there is cne called Stack* Donna; upon 
the top whereof breedeth fuch an abundance of Fowls, that 
though it feems inacceflible , yet the men of Hirta have ven- 
tured to go thither. After they have landed with much diffi- 
culty , a man having room but for one of his feet, he muft 
climb up twelve or (ixteen Fathoms high* Then be comes to a 
place., where haviug but room for his left foot and left hand, 
muft leap from thence to fuch another place before him ; which, 
if he hit right, the reft of the afcent is eafie : and with a final 1 
Cord, which he carries with him, he hales up a Rope, where- 
by all the reft come up. But if he mifleth that Footftep, (as 
oftentimes they do) he falls into the Sea, and the Company 
takes him in by the fmall Cord, and firs ftill until lie be a little 
refreshed, and then he tries ic again ; for every one there is 
not able for that fport. 

Hirta Ifland is two Miles in length, accounted Flvcpeny- 
Land, fn it there are Ten Families. The Men feldom grow 
old j and feldom was it ever known, that any man died in his 
Bed there , but was either drowned or Broke bis neck. Tbe 
Men are ftrong, big, and well skinned. Their Food is only 
young Fowls and Eggs ; their Drink Whey and Wafer. Much 
given to keeping of Holy-days ; having a numbtr of little 
Chapped, where fometimes they watch whole Nigh: s, nuking 
merry together with their Offerings. 

The tnoft Service of their Women is to harrow their Land.* 
which they muft do, when their Husbands are climbing for 
Fowls for them. 

Their 
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Their ordinary way of dividing their Land, is one Half- 
J5eny to every Family. The Rocks a!fo are divided, fucjjand 
fuch on every Halfpeny. And there is a kind of Officer left by 
the Matter of the Ifland, who governs in bis abfeuce , and fo 
regulates, that the beft Climbers and the worft are mixed to- 
gether, that fo none of the Land be unlaboured; that is, that 
all the Shelves of the higheft Rocks be fearched for Eggs. 

The way of their Climbing, when they kill their Fowls, is 
thus $ They go two and two with a long Rope, not made of 
Hemp, but of Cow-Htdes falted, and the Thongs cut round 
about, and plaited fixor nine fold. Each end of the Rope is 
tyed about each one of their Middle, and he that is foremoft 
goes till he comes to a fafe ftanding, the other Handing firm all 
that time to keep him up, in cafe his foot fliould have flip'd : 
When the foremoft is come to a fafe ftandiog; then the other 
goes, either below or above him, where his bufinefs is; and 
fo i hey watch time about ; feldom any of them being loft, 
when this is bbferved. 

The aforefaid Officer, when any couple is to be Married, 
brings them to one of their Chappels, and adminiftcrs an Oath 
to them j fo they are married. 

Their Children, when they come to the Age of i $ or 1 6. -or 
thereabout , come with the Mafter of the Ifle to the Bereifth 
Ifiand,^nd are there Baptized. 

An ordinary way of killing the Fowls in the Mift is this, 
Some of tfrefe Fellows lie befide the Door of rhe little Houfes 
they have in their Iflands, flat upon their banks, and open their 
Breafts. Which, when the Fowls perceive, they fit upon them, 
and are prefently catch'd, and their necks broke. One Fel- 
low haskill'd hundreds of Fowls in one night, after this man- 
ner. 

Sometimes they fet Grins on the very top of the higheft 
Rocks , and make them ftrong for great Fowls. One being 
fettingof thefe Grins, as he was walking along his great Toe 
was catc'd in one of them, which made him (tumble and fall 
down : yet the Grin being faft and ftrong, kept him hung with 
his head downward , till thofe that miffed him came in the 
morning, and found him fo fallen. 
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